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ñThe people who have walked in darkness shall see a great light ~ a light shall shine on all those who live in the land of the shadow of 

death...for unto us a child is born; unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder. These will be His royal titles: 

Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. He will rule with perfect fairness and justice from 

the throne of His Father, David. He will bring true justice to the nations of the world. This is going to happen because the Lord of heavenôs 

armies has dedicated Himself to do it.ò Isaiah 9:6- 7 

This beautiful Christmas greeting was written by the prophet Isaiah 740 years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but his message still give 

us hope that there can be peace in a world at war. ñPeace on earthò is certainly the desire of everyone on both personal and global   

levels, but our newscasters remind us everyday that our best human efforts have not achieved ñgood will toward man.ò 

Thousands of our finest young men and women have been deployed around the world by our military as armies of peace keepers who 

make valiant attempts to win the peace by waging war. We try to replace dictators with democratic forms of government that we     

enforce with bombs and bullets and try to negotiate peace treaties between armed troops who hate each other. ñThe people who live 

where the death caste its shadowò is the whole global community. The war on terrorism has not ended with the conquest of               

Afghanistan and Iraq; it is seemingly endless! 

But America faces another war in our homeland that is killing more people than we have lost in the Middle East. For lack of a better 

name we call it the ñwar on drugs.ò We have spend billions trying to stop the flow of drugs coming into our country from South  

America but substance abuse, like a serpent, strikes more terror in millions of homes and leaves far more death and destruction 

than the Muslim terrorist attacks on 9/11. The crime and violence created by the drug trade has turned areas in nearly every city into 

war zones and has filled our jails and prisons with two million casualties. That is the bad news! 

But Jesus came into a world just as corrupt and violent with a message of ñGood Newsò that we could be reconciled to God through 

His sacrifice on the Cross. Even though corrupt governments and religious leaders rejected His gospel invitation there were many who 

gladly received the gift of grace that He offered. Isaiahôs ancient prophecy has never been more needed or relevant than it is  

today. 

At our Christmas celebration we have a Jesus Birthday Party before the men go home to spend Christmas with their families. Their 

parents, wives, and children are invited to a banquet and gifts are given to all the men in the program. It is a beautiful expression of 

Christian community where families celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. 

The question is asked ñWhy is this Christmas different than last year?ò The testimonies that respond always fill my cup to overflowing. 

I always wish I could record them for the whole world to hear. 

They begin: ñChristmas past...I was in jail, separated from my family, drunk, alone and lonelyò...always the same      

stories, sad but true! 

ñBut this Christmas...Christ has made a difference in my life. He has helped me rebuild broken bridges back to my family. My     

parents trust me again. My wife and children have been reconciled and we are together today.ò Every testimony is a Gospel sermon. 

The centerpiece of the celebration is the Communion table where we remember the gift of Christmas was our Saviorôs sacrifice on the 

Cross. Godôs Christmas gift to the world was not given under a Christmas tree but on a cruel Roman cross. 

At the end of the service every man takes his place behind the Communion table, as priest of his home, to serve the Eucharist to his 

own family. It is a very sacred moment of silent celebration that words cannot describe. But for every person that serves the Lordôs 

Supper it is a living reminder that.... 

For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 

 O come, let us adore Him!  
For today in the city of David there has been born 
for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:11 

From all of the Dunklin community we thank you for your love and support this year and we pray that you will                

have a very special birthday party for Jesus at your home this Christmas.   

                               Lots of love,  
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